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          Hollis, Banks L.

        
	
          Date        
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          Decade        
	
          1970-1979

        
	
          Abstract        
	
          Based on a definition culled from modern black liberation rhetoric (1966 to present), the study explores the extent of black nationalist sentiment, level of political participation, and socio-emotional commit�ment to political action among blacks in the rural situational context. Research findings are based on a one percent random sample of non�leadership using a cluster bloc approach, and a selected sample of black leaders in each county identified through a reputational approach. The study is basically descriptive due to the nature of the data on hand. Political institutions in the Southern rural milieu are under the domination of an agrarian elite and its agents whose basic relationship with the black population may best be described as of a patron-client variety. The Southern white value framework in support of the clientage system is traditionalism which had been forged out of the logic of the slave economy, and refined and distilled during the Civil War, Reconstruc-tion and Counter-Reconstruction. It has been perpetuated through the maintenance of blacks in a position of subjugation to assure their avail-ability as a cheap labor supply. Political and social development of the rural South is, in part, the result of the intervention of the Federal government, the civil rights struggle and the black power movement. Heightened political awareness in Southern rural black communities followed the Civil Rights Movement of the early 1960's; the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Voting Rights Act of 1965; and Federal enforcement of public school desegregation. This heightened political activity in the black community is evidenced in the black political history of all three counties since 1966. It was found that black political participation in Brooks, Burke and Peach counties today does not conform to the portrait of blacks given in the literature on Southern politics. In that literature, blacks are portrayed as non-political, apathetic black individuals who dare not dis-cuss politics for fear of economic reprisals from the white community, and who use non-political institutions to channel and sublimate their aggressions and ambitions. The literature also suggests that blacks are socialized as parochial subjects of the political system, with expecta�tions that the political system will act upon them without their partici�pation. Although differences were found among the three counties, generally, there was a definite trend toward political participation and politiciza-tion among respondents. There also appeared to be a basic level of black identity in existence in which respondents saw themselves as belonging to a large collectivity of blacks whose bonds transcended their sub-community. Blacks in rural Georgia also expressed a deep level of belief that they have a heritage to be proud of.
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