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          Date        
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          Abstract        
	
          This dissertation analyzes the quest by the underdeveloped and non-aligned nations for a New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO). This is achieved by focusing on the evolution of the debate over the 'free flow of information' within the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), from its inception in 1946 to the present. The major assumption of this analysis is that the concept of 'free flow' has served as a useful ideological weapon employed by the United States in fostering the emergence of American state, multinational corporate and banking interests as dominant actors in the arena of international communications and information in the post-World War II era. This dominance has been achieved at the expense of both Western European allies and Third World nations. We note that until the decision by the Soviet Union to join UNESCO in the mid-1950s and the rise in the membership of Third World nations during the era of decolonization in the 1960s, the U.S. found very little opposition to its views and philosophy regarding the free flow of information. However, with the formation of the Non-Aligned Movement and the socialist inclinations of newly independent member-states of UNESCO, the U.S. found itself increasingly in the minority on major issues on the agency's agenda. The crisis of U.S. legitimacy as the leader of UNESCO came to a head with the call for a New World Information and Communications Order in 1974. The outline of NWICO sought to challenge the prevailing dominance of Western interpretations of Third World reality and expose the illusions of the Western conception of free flow of information. NWICO alternatively proposed the necessity of developing within UNESCO an independent set of methodologies and techniques for disseminating accurate information, and the acquisition of the appropriate technological capacity to enable Third World nations to halt the concentrated flow and control of news and information by Western media monopolies that penetrated sovereign boundaries irrespective of the needs and desires of the population therein. Employing the lens of historical materialism, our hypothesis contends that the NWICO as conceptualized and proposed by the majority of UNESCO's member-states will more than likely fail to materialize unless there is a fundamental re-ordering of the international political economy and a re-orientation of the current Third World governing class away from neo-colonial relations. Until such time we will, at best, witness continuing debates and declarations over the appropriate paths to take toward achieving NWICO with few substantive measures disigned to ensure that it becomes an actuality.The conclusions reached in this analysis suggest that under the the ultra-conservative drift of the Ronald Reagan Administration, the United States has exhibited an increasing impatience and unwillingness to continue its formal participation in international organizations like UNESCO where majority decisions no longer avidly reflect a pro-Western bias. This is clearly seen in the proposed U.S. withdrawal from UNESCO and the accompanying surge toward corporate-sponsored bilateral trade relations. This posture will not only cripple U.N. Special Agencies like UNESCO by drastically cutting their operating budgets and thus curtailing their ability to finance proposed intergovernmental development projects. It also exposess the continuing dependency of the Third World ruling elite on the West in general, and even more so than ever before, on the directors of multinational corporations and banks who hold the key to whether this elite will be able to maintain its cherished position as intermediaries between the MNC'sand the masses.Rather than facilitating a free and more balanced flow of information between and among nations, these trends show all the signs of deepening the levels of dependency of the Third World on the directives of international finance capital. In practical terms we can expect an increasing trend toward the merging of traditional telecommunications carriers and computer companies into the new field called 'informatics' with little, if any, challenge at all. The deepening economic dependence of the Third World is shown in our study to be a corollary to the rise of informatics and a precondition of the increasing level of psycho-social and political manipulation of the major institutional arrangements and minds of the populace of the Third World. To facilitate a fuller appreciation of the intricacies and inter-relatedness of these dimensions of the problem, a conceptual framework of 'cultural imperialism' is offered. As an indication of probable steps that African-Americans might take relative to these trends, and wih the objective of realistically moving toward the objectives of creating a NWICO, we offer the broad outlines of a model entitled the Afro-Centric Transnational Information Outreach Network (A.C.T.I.O.N.), It is a model we believe may be a first step in the right direction.
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