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          The political economy of U.S. policy towards South Africa (1968-1979), 1980

        
	
          Author        
	
          Hakim, Malik S.

        
	
          Date        
	
          1980-08-01

        
	
          Decade        
	
          1980-1989

        
	
          Abstract        
	
          This thesis analyzes the political economy of U.S. relations with South Africa between 1968 and 1979 Chapter I explores expanding commercial and political ties between the two countries within the context of a general understanding of the inter-related phenomena of capitalism, imperialism and sub-imperialism. It shov/s that South Africa's exploitation of Southern Africa's peoples and resources is just one aspect of the West's imperial domination of the globe. It reveals that U.S. support of the apartheid dictatorship constitutes but one facet of a strategy in which America and her NATO allies cultivate sub-imperial powers such as South Africa, Israel and Iran under the Shah in order to sustain and strengthen worldwide capitalism. Chapter II examines the current nature of American trade with and investment in South Africa, including the military ramifications of these links. The United States supplies the apartheid state with manufactured products, capital, managerial skills and technological know-how in exchange fort vital minerals such as gold, platinum and vanadium; high returns on investments; and the opportunity to use South Africa as a base for penetrating neighboring African countries. Chapter III traces the evolution of U.S. governmental policies towards the apartheid land from Nixon to Carter. On the plane of rhetoric, Nixon's open support of the South African regime contrasts with Carter's verbal criticism of the regime and his call for majority rule. But on the plane of substantive policy, both emerge as staunch defenders of broadening American corporate bonds with the settler colony, as guardians of international capital in the region. Unlike Nixon, Carter claims that U.S. corporations in South Africa can improve the lot of the enslaved masses. In reality, as Chapters II and III demonstrate, those firms have bolstered the entire structure of fascist oppression, strength ening the army and police forces while helping the apartheid regime to move closer to its goal of energy self-sufficiency. Carter's so-called 'human rights' policy has been exposed as a fraud by his tacit approval of mushrooming commer cial relations between the United States and South Africa, his refusal to call for a substantive economic boycott, and his failure to advance any timetable or specific blueprint for progressive change in South Africa. In researching this thesis the author drew upon a wide range of scholarly books and essays, government publications, United Nations documents and anti-apartheid literature.
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