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          Abstract        
	
          The primary aim of this study was to examine and compare school site fund raising activities conducted in big-city and non-urban public elementary schools. It compared the fund raising guidelines existing in both types of systems and assessed the impact of those guidelines on the amount of fund raising conducted in each type of district. The study analyzed the cost- effectiveness of fund raising activities to determine if monetary gains justify the effort and time expended. A final aim of the study was to determine if there has been an increase in school site fund raising in recent years, and if so, has the increase been due to budget cutbacks originating at the district level. The school districts of Chicago and Cleveland represented big-city or urban schools while schools located within county systems in rural Georgia represented non-urban schools. Forty-two, seventy, and one hundred fifteen principals in Cleveland, Chicago, and rural Georgia respectively, completed fund raising questionnaires. Major Findings The most common types of fund raising activities conducted in big-city schools were book fairs, candy sales, and bake sales; popular fund raising activities in rural Georgia elementary schools were carnivals, book fairs, ice cream, and school stores. Big-city schools conducted an average of 3.46 fund raising activities per school year, non-urban schools conducted an average of 3.95 fund raising activities per year. Georgia principals and teachers spent an average of 26.7 and 6.9 school hours and 16.9 and 3.8 non-school hours on fund raising per school year respectively. Figures for respective big-city principals and teachers were 13.6 and 3-2 school hours and 4.2 and .31 non-school hours. The average school in Chicago, Cleveland, and Georgia earned $3,792, $2,793, and $3,810 respectively in fund raising revenues. Sixty-seven per cent of the big-city principals and 88% of the non-urban principals indicated the existence of fund raising guidelines. However, the guidelines did not have a significant bearing on the extent and type of fund raising activities conducted in schools. Principals exercise the greatest influence in selecting fund raising activities to be conducted. In Chicago and Georgia they are also the chief determiners of how fund raising monies will be spent; in Cleveland teachers were the chief decision-makers regarding the uses of fund raising monies. Instructional materials were the most important category for the expenditure of fund raising revenues in the big cities and in Georgia. In a relative sense, more big-city principals spent fund raising revenues on supplies, educational excursions, school activities, and earmarked more revenues for the general fund. More Georgia principal spent monies on equipment and capital improvement projects. Regarding the relative amounts of fund raising revenues spent on various expenditure categories, big- city principals spent more monies on supplies, educational excursions, and allotted more revenues for the general fund. Rural Georgia principals spent greater percentages of fund raising monies on instructional and enrichment materials, equipment, school activities, and considerably more on capital improvement projects. Big-city principals are conducting more fund raising today than five years ago due to reduced appropriations from the central offices. Principals in rural Georgia reported that they are conducting fewer fund raising activities today than .five years ago. Using a benefit-cost ratio of 5, which was selected as the criterion of effectiveness for fund raising activities, 69% of the fund raising activities conducted in Chicago and 66% of the projects conducted in Georgia and Cleveland yielded benefit-cost ratios of 5 or less, thus they were not considered cost- effective. Candy sales and carnivals were the most frequently cited projects that yielded benefit-cost ratios greater than 5 and were also most frequently listed as successful when total fund raising revenues exceeded $3,000.
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